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Strong support in Washington
could give Sanders a chance
at a needed win over Clinton

By CLAUDIA ROWE
Seattle Times education reporter

OSTON — For more than a decade,

fourth-graders in Massachusetts

have been, on average, the most
literate children in the country. They also
compute at higher levels. The same is true
for eighth-graders. And for overall K-12
achievement.

Yet the predominant sentiment in
school hallways and policy offices around
the state is discontent.

This stands in striking contrast to Wash-
ington, where students’ scores have hov-

By JIM BRUNNER
Seattle Times political reporter

The battle for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination will roll through Wash-
ington state this week, with Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders badly in need of a win
over former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton in Saturday’s caucuses.
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But Obama does not plan to use his visit
to issue an ultimatum to Castro on human
rights, nor does he go bearing pledges to

See > CUBA, A13

take the international exams.

The differences in performance echo
each state’s approach to funding.

Washington’s Supreme Court says our
lawmakers are failing their constitutional
duty to provide an adequate education —
by atleast $3 billion. In the four years
since that ruling, legislators have
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