
Strictly women only
Strictly Come Dancing has
returned to the BBC with an
all-female presenting team.
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School literacy battle
Forty-five per cent of poor
white British-born boys cannot
read well when they leave
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study commissioned to support
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Isis widens its reach
Islamic State (Isis) jihadists are
seeking recruits in al-Qaeda’s
heartlands in Afghanistan
and Pakistan as they try to
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The internet titan Alibaba has
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The Formula One driver Nico
Rosberg was said to have given
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Briton accused him of forcing
him out of the last race. Page64

IN THE NEWS

David Cameron and Ed Miliband will
unite this week to make a last-ditch
attempt to save theUnionbypublishing
a government paper that commits
to handing more powers to Scotland
within days of a “no” vote.
Westminster’s main parties, shaken

by the first poll indicating a lead for
independence, are rushing out a pledge
for a legislative timetable for more de-
volution to try to halt the nationalists.
A government command paper,

backed by Mr Cameron, Mr Miliband
and Nick Clegg, on devo-max setting
out how and when powers could be
transferred could be published as soon
as tomorrow.
Alex Salmond, Scotland’s first minis-

ter, was contemptuous. “Having failed
to scare the Scottish people, obviously
thenext step is to try tobribeus,”hesaid
yesterday.
Heaccused theBetterTogether cam-

paign of a panicked response to the
YouGov poll indicating that 51 per cent
of Scots supported independence and
49 per cent backed the Union.
Amid the fallout from the poll:
6George Osborne denied that Mr
Cameron would have to resign if Scots
voted “yes” as senior Tories said that he
would face “high danger”.
6The Bank of England was braced for
heavy selling of sterling as the markets

reacted to increasing uncertainty over
the future of the UK.
6Buckingham Palace insisted that the
Queen was “strictly neutral” after
reports that the royal family was
increasingly concerned.
Leaders of the pro-Union effort

claimed privately to be unsurprised at
the shift towards the Yes camp from
undecided voters. They said that they
expected thoseprepared tomakea“leap
of faith” would declare their intention
first.Thosewhoremainundecided tend
heavily to theNo camp, according to its
strategists.
The move to reveal the mechanisms

for a further devolution settlement,
likely to includea commission todecide
its shape and legislative timetable, is
aimed at reassuring the “don’t knows”
that theyarenotbacking the statusquo.
Better Together insiders admit that

the situation is precarious. The poll
again confirmed that Labour voters,
the key swing constituency of the
referendum, were moving heavily to-
wards independence. So far the trend is
mostly limited to party supporters
below the age of 50, with older voters
remaining more sceptical about the
economic case for separation from the
rest of the UK. “If that starts to change
we really are screwed,” one senior
figure in the pro-Union campaign said.
The focusonLabourvoters leavesMr

Cameron reliant on Mr Miliband to
appeal to theparty’s heartland support-
ers. The primeminister intends to leave
the stage clear this week for Labour to
make a concerted push.
In a speech to the TUC general

council dinner in Liverpool today Mr
Milibandwill set the referendum battle
in the context of the “true traditions
Continued on page 7, col 4

Rotherham victim ‘told police chief of abuse’
Andrew Norfolk
Chief Investigative Reporter
Billy Kenber

A police and crime commissioner who
is facing calls for his resignation over
theRotherham child-sex scandal knew
for years that local girls were being
groomed and ruthlessly abused by
men, it was claimed yesterday.
Shaun Wright was the councillor

responsible for children’s services in the
South Yorkshire town for a five-year
period when groups of offenders used
and trafficked young teenagers for sex
with seeming impunity.
A sex-grooming victim has told The

Times of her outrage at Mr Wright’s
professed ignorance, in former years, of
the scale and severityof suchoffending.
She said that more than eight years

ago she and other survivors of such
abuse gave him a detailed, face-to-face
account of multiple crimes committed
against them when they were children.
“He seemed genuinely shocked. He

talked like he was going to go away and
see that something was done, but we
never saw him again. It was the end of
it for him, but not for us.
“I sat two feet from him and told him

really, reallyprivate things. Idon’tknow
how he can go on national television
and say he wasn’t aware, that he didn’t

know anything about it. For years they
had all the reports and information, but
they just ignored it.”
An independent inquiry found that

at least 1,400Rotherham childrenwere
sexually exploited from 1997 to 2013,
largely by men of Pakistani origin. It
criticised police and council officials
for suppressing and ignoring detailed
evidence of abuse.
Mr Wright, South Yorkshire’s police

and crime commissioner, recently
voicedregret thathe“wasn’tmoreaware
of the issue at the time”. He said that “if
I knew then what I know now, then
clearly more could have been done”. It
Continued on page 13, col 4

Hamish Macdonell
Francis Elliott Political Editor
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We took our little boy abroad for
treatment - likeAshya’s parents

the gameWe took our little boy abroad forWe took our little boy abroad for
treatment - likeAshya’s parents 12-page pullout

Knockout couple George Clooney with his fiancée, Amal Alamuddin, at the Celebrity Fight Night in Florence yesterday, amid
speculation that they would marry this month. The charity event featured comedy boxing matches, auctions and live music

Parties unite
in last-ditch
bid to save
the Union
Leaders pledge to fast track further devolution

Time is running out
for the No campaign
Leading article, page 28
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‘Why can’t they admit they made mistakes?’
Andrew Norfolk

By the time she met Shaun Wright it
wasalready too late for Julie.Heryoung
body, an object for men’s routine pleas-
ure since the age of 11, had already suf-
fered a lifetime’s casual brutality.
Her anger in recent days, burning as

she describes her meeting, almost a
decade ago, with the man who is now
South Yorkshire’s police and crime
commissioner, is on behalf of the hun-
dreds of other lost children.
Some encountered the same sex of-

fenders, were let down by the same
child-protection system that treated
her with an indifference that bordered
on contempt. History kept repeating it-
self inRotherham’s flats, parksandback
streets, with shattering consequences
for many young teenage girls.
Itmight have been sodifferent, an in-

dependent inquiry has found, had
senior police and council officials heed-
ed the alarm bells sounded by frontline
workers and taken decisive action.
For Julie (not her real name), those

missed opportunities crystallise into
the day, more than eight years ago,
when she says that she and three young
women shared their histories with Mr
Wright, then the Labour councillor re-
sponsible for children’s services.
The story she told him, as they sat at

a small table in the kitchen of Risky
Business, a youth project that support-
ed exploited children, was of a child
who grew to know far too much about
sex and far too little about love.
Born to an alcoholic father, sexually

abused as a very young girl by a relative
of her mother’s partner, she spent her
early years in and out of care. She was
stick thin and sometimes so hungry
that she stole children’s packed lunches.
She slept on the landing of her family
home, andwasbeatenandplunged into
an ice-coldbath for angeringher father.
Julie was 11 when she was permanently
removed from his care.
She entered a foster home where

another 11-year-old resident had a 27-
year-old white “boyfriend”, who intro-
duced Julie to his brother. In the early
hours one morning, police arrived at a
house where the children lay naked in
an upstairs bedroom.
“They [themen] told us to hide down

the side of the bed. The roomwas dark.
A young policeman came into the
room. I knew he’d seen me. He turned
awayand said, ‘No, there’s nogirls here’,
and they left.”
Was that the first time she had sex

with aman? She shrinks and her barely
audible reply is delivered, head bowed:
“It was the first time I said yes.”
At 12, she entered her first children’s

home. An older girl was “going out”
with a man who features in numerous
confidential social services and police
intelligence reports, seen byThe Times,
about the perpetrators of child sexual
exploitation in Rotherham.
Hewas a leading player in a large cir-

cle ofmen of Pakistani origin for whom
the sight of a troubled young teenage
girl, easily lured by a can of lager or a

Question over Establishment links of new child-abuse inquiry chief
Francis Elliott Political Editor

Theresa May is to stand by her choice
of chairwoman for an inquiry into
historic child abuse despite Fiona
Woolf’s links to Lord Brittan of
Spennithorpe, who is embroiled in
claims of an establishment cover-up.
The home secretary announced the

appointment last week after Baroness
Butler-Sloss, her initial choice, was
forced to stand down following claims
that she faced a possible conflict of

interest. The Home Office refused to
say yesterday if it knew that MsWoolf,
the lord mayor of London, had a house
in the same street as Lord Brittan and
sits with him on the board of a City
conference.
When he was home secretary, Lord

Brittan was handed information about
an alleged paedophile ring, which he
has said he passed to officials.
Ms Woolf also donated to a charity

appeal by Lord Brittan’s wife, Diana,
with whom she sits as a judge on an

awards panel, according to TheMail on
Sunday newspaper.
Simon Danczuk, the Labour MP for

Rochdale who has helped to expose
failures to investigateabuseallegations,
called onMsWoolf to reassure victims.
“It’s up to her now to say what her links
are with Lord Brittan,” he said.
However, TomWatson, another MP

who helped to force an inquiry, said:
“The panel should be judged as a team.
It’s time to get on with their inquiry.”
If disquiet over the linkswere to grow

it would threaten to become a major
embarrassment for Ms May after the
departure of Lady Butler-Sloss, whose
brother, Lord Havers, was attorney-
general during the 1980s when he tried

to dissuade Geoffrey Dickens, a Tory
MP, from revealing that Sir Peter
Hayman, a diplomat, was a paedophile.
Lord Brittan has defended his hand-

ling of a dossier passed to him by Mr
Dickens that contained allegations of
abuse by other prominent figures in
Westminster and Whitehall.
The results of a smaller inquiry into

why hundreds of Home Office files re-
lating to claims of sexual abuse by
prominent figures went missing is due
by the end of the month.

Fiona Woolf was
chosen last week
to lead the inquiry

cigarette, presented the prospect of
easy sex and a business opportunity.
There is tiredness in her voice as she

relates encounters with adults from the
late 1990s into the early years of this
century, years spent in homes, foster
placements and hostels.
Police feature, rarely for the right

reasons. Somewereongood termswith
the Pakistani gang; one was far too
friendly with the girls. One officer, she
says, talked her out of having amedical
examination after aman tried to force a
bottle inside her when she was 15.
“I’d told my social worker. The

policeman was supposed to take me to
a special unit, but he parked in a lay-by,
turned to me and said that no good
would come of it, that nobody would
believe me. They’d say I was a liar.”
Aged 17, Julie was “sold” by her main

abuser to a middle-aged Pakistani res-
taurateur in Blackpool. He made her
have sexwithmen in lieu of rent for her
squalid room above the restaurant.
She was rescued by Risky Business,

whose staff brought her back to South
Yorkshire.With support, she broke free
from her “friends” and believes that
those workers saved her life. She was in
her early 20s when, she says, she spoke
toMrWright, who is refusing to resign
as commissioner. Three more victims
are said to have described the same
meeting. What did it feel like to watch
him, voicing dismay at the findings of
the inquiry and regret that he did not
know more of such abuse at the time?
“I’m taking it personally. I made him

a mug of tea that day. We were telling
him how it became normal for us, that
we’d complained and nobody had done
anything, that in the endwe accepted it
because it became a way of life,” she
said. “I told ShaunWrightwhat I had to
do to threePakistanimen in the back of
a car. Names were named. He acted
shocked but we never saw him again.
“They’ve swept itunder thecarpet for

years. Why can’t they admit that they
made some really, really bad mistakes
and . . . a lot of girls’ lives were ruined?”

Commissioner stands firm
Continued from page 1
is understood that soonafterhebecame
the local authority’s lead member for
children’s services in 2005, Mr Wright
was invited to meet a group of young
women who as children had suffered
violentabuse.He is said tohave listened
to their stories during a function at the
offices of a Rotherham youth project
that worked closely with victims of
child sexual exploitation.
MrWright told the Commons home

affairs select committee in written
evidence last year that he did not meet
any sex-grooming victims during his
council years. He told MPs: “I do not
believe it would have been appropriate
for me to request to meet victims of
child sexual exploitation as this would
have been an invasion of privacy of
these vulnerable victims.”
Asked about the function at the

youth project, Mr Wright told The
Times: “I do not recall themeeting.”He
modified his earlier statement to MPs,
sayingyesterday thathedidnot “recall”
being informed of the individual

circumstances of abused Rotherham
children. The home affairs committee
has reopened its 2012-2013 inquiry in
response to the findings of an inde-
pendent report on Rotherham by
Alexis Jay.MrWrightwill giveevidence
to before MPs tomorrow.
He has resisted calls for his resigna-

tion by the prime minister, the home
secretary and Ed Miliband. Sheffield
City Council passed a vote of no
confidence in Mr Wright last week.
The police commissioner, who was

elected to his £85,000-a-year post in
2012, said that he would not resign
because he had “always acted in the
best interests of young people”. He
added that theJayreportacknowledged
that he had “acted appropriately” in
response to four sex-grooming reports
“during my time in office”.
He said: “I have improved the

policing of child sexual exploitation in
South Yorkshire during the last two
years and I intend to continue on
that path to deliver sustainable,
transformational change.”

Men began grooming Julie (not her real name) when she was 11. She has now spoken out, below, claiming she revealed her story to Shaun Wright at a meeting

STEVE MORGAN



the times | Tuesday September 9 2014 FGM 5

News

Council chief and
officer ‘discussed
grooming crisis’
Andrew Norfolk
Chief Investigative Reporter
Billy Kenber

A conversation between South York-
shire’s top policeman and theman who
ran Rotherham council triggered
moves to discipline the researcher who
first uncovered a sex-grooming crisis in
the town, it is revealed today.
Evidence that themenat the very top

of each organisation discussed a claim
that growing numbers of children were
“being left at risk and their abusers un-
apprehended” has been found by The
Times in records of staff meetings held
more than a dozen years ago.
Handwritten notes from 2001 reveal

that the warning, in a letter to police
from a worker conducting govern-
ment-funded research, “caused such a
fuss” that Mike Hedges, then the chief
constable of the South Yorkshire force,
“mentioned it” to Ged Fitzgerald, the
council’s chief executive.
MrFitzgerald,who is nowchief exec-

utive of Liverpool city council, is said in
the notes to have discussed the letter’s
claims with a senior council official.
The researcher was called to a meet-

ing at which she was berated for send-
ing the letter. She subsequently faced
severe pressure to delete and amend
sections of her final report.
TheTimes can reveal that a senior of-

ficial described one of its findings, that
dozens of teenage girls were being
groomedandabusedby“British-Asian”
men, as “dangerousand inflammatory”.
Martin Kimber, Rotherham’s chief

executive since 2009, announced his
departure from the council yesterday,
two weeks after an independent in-
quiry blamed local agencies for consist-
ently failing to protect girls frompreda-
tory men over a 16-year period.
DavidCrompton, the current headof

South Yorkshire police, Shaun Wright,
the force’s police and crime commis-
sioner, and Joyce Thacker, the director
of children’s services,will bequestioned
about the scandal by the Commons
home affairs select committee today.
The researcher’s draft report linked

members of a family of Pakistani origin
to sex-grooming offences against 54
Rotherham children. Professor Alexis
Jay’s recent inquiry noted that “senior
officers in the police and the council
were deeply unhappy” with it.
Contemporaneous notes seen by this

newspaper raise questions about Mr
Fitzgerald’s role in attempts by his staff
to undermine the research as fabricat-
ed or exaggerated. Such allegations
were false, the Jay inquiry found, and
“led inevitably to suspicions of collu-
sion and intended cover-up”.
The internal meeting notes under-

mine recent claimsbyMrHedges, chief
constable of the South Yorkshire force
from 1998 to 2004, that his “first in-
kling” of widespread sex-grooming in
Rotherham came when he read media
reports two weeks ago. He said yester-
day that he had no “specific recollect-
ion”of the researcher’s letter from2001,
despite evidence that he discussed its
contents with Mr Fitzgerald. He could
not remember being informed, at any
stage, of “allegations of organised child
exploitation” in Rotherham.
The Times was told that Mr Fitz-

gerald felt it would be inappropriate to
answer questions about his tenure as
chief executive “until the next steps are
clearer in respect of any formal or judi-
cial processes”.
Inher2002draft report, theresearch-

er said she was told to abandon part of
her work after “concerns were ex-
pressed to the [council] chief executive”.
Reference to those concerns was

omitted from the final version, submit-
ted to theHomeOffice in July thatyear,
but the researcher resisted demands
from senior officials to make further
changes. Notes of a meeting with her
line manager in June 2002 record the
researcher’s “deep reservations” about
“altering data” and her perception that
the demand by senior officials for ex-
tensive changes “looks like [a] coverup”.
Shewas told that she “hadbeengiven

an instruction and . . . was expected to
follow it”. The HomeOffice report was
never published.
Leading article, page 20

Irish cardinal who helped
to cover up abuse resigns
Philip Willan Rome

Pope Francis has accepted the resigna-
tionofCardinal SeanBrady, theheadof
theCatholicChurch in Irelandduring a
period of turmoil and scandal, the
Vatican announced yesterday.
Cardinal Brady’s 18 years as Arch-

bishop of Armagh and Primate of All
Ireland coincided with revelations of
widespread sexual abuse ofminors and
a church cover-up, to which Dr Brady
was himself a party.
In 2010 Cardinal Brady acknowl-

edged that he represented the church
at meetings where two teenage victims
of Father Brendan Smyth, a sex abuser,
were sworn to silence about their com-
plaints.DrBradysaid thathehadmere-
ly acted as a note-taker at themeetings
in 1975, when he was secretary to the
Bishop of Kilmore, and “had absolutely
no authority over” Smyth. It later
emerged that Dr Brady had failed to
ensure the safety of victims of Smyth.
Smyth died in 1997, onemonth into a

12-year prison sentence after he plead-
ed guilty to 74 charges of abuse of boys
and girls over more than 30 years.
Brendan Boland, a victim and the

authorof thebookSworn toSilence, said
Cardinal Brady should have resigned
four years ago.He said that the cardinal
“chose to cover it up to further his
career. He forgot the real victims here.

He could have stopped children being
abused after 1975, but he chose not to.”
Mr Boland said he was disappointed

that in the end the cardinal had been
allowed to retire on turning 75 “as if he
had done nothing wrong”.
Cardinal Brady will be replaced by

Eamon Martin, a former teacher.

Cardinal Sean
Brady presided
over scandal

Enigma variations Benedict Cumberbatch and Keira Knightley, who star as wartime codebreakers in The Imitation Game
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Rot began at the top and seeped down

Men took their pleasure as sexual
exploitation became a way of life for
many Rotherham children. Police
watched it happen.
Junior police officers were guilty of

numerous blunders but they took their
lead from higher ranks whose commit-
ment to tackling such crimes appeared
barely lukewarm. In the South York-
shire force, the rot began at the top and
seeped down.
The town’s district commander for a

four-year period from 2001, during
which police ignored a series of warn-
ings about the growing scale and
severity of offending, was Detective
Chief Superintendent Christine Bur-
beary.
Ms Burbeary was promoted to the

post after her first marriage ended and
she began a relationship with Martin
Davies,whowas then the force’s deputy
chief constable and who had been on
her interview panel when she was pro-
moted to chief inspector in 1996. The
couple married in 2004. It is not sug-
gested that any of her promotionswere
linked to their relationship.
As commander, she played a leading

role in a community cohesion task
force, set up to combat Islamophobia

after the September 2001 terrorist
attacks. Although Muslims represent-
ed less than4per centof the local popu-
lation she opened Islamic prayer rooms
in two police stations.
Ms Burbeary, now aged 65, has been

accusedby specialistworkersof turning
a deaf ear to repeated pleas for action
against groups of men, mainly of Paki-
stani origin, whowere using and selling
young white girls for sex.
A senior officerwhohas since retired

told The Times that the publication of
the Macpherson report in 1999, label-
ling the Metropolitan police “institu-
tionally racist”, had a paralysing effect
on other forces.
“To be accused of being racist is the

biggest problem a police officer can
have. In South York-
shire, you feared to
tread in certain
areas because of
the racial di-
mensions. Self-
appointed com-
munity leaders
became very

Rotherham police dismissed

Senior police officers
ignored warnings about
growing scale of sex
abuse, Andrew Norfolk
and Billy Kenber report

Police and officials failed to protect 1,400 Rotherham children from sex groomers

Girl, 13, was
blamed as
men queued
to assault her
Case study

Catalogue
of failure

The officer writes off the case
and implicitly calls Amy a liar.
The alleged rapist was the
youngest of a family of brothers
named in a report given to police
in 2001 in which his elder
brothers were linked to offences
against 54 underage Rotherham
girls. It is not known whether DC
Norton was aware of this report.
South Yorkshire Police said this
would be “explored during the
independent investigation” by
the National Crime Agency.

From day one, the first police
officer to speak to the family
makes the mistake of concluding
that violent sexual attacks should
not be classified as rapes if the
victim remained in contact with
the alleged offender.

Andrew Norfolk, Billy Kenber

Sex criminals who abused vulnerable
children escaped justice because police
in Rotherham dismissed victims as
“silly girls” and “lovesick teenagers”, a
secret recording reveals.
Officers from the scandal-hit town’s

child exploitation team admitted that
until recently their colleagues ignored
offences in cases where young victims
were groomed to comply with the
sexual demands of adults.
Oneof the specialist officers also said

that police who failed to act after wit-
nessing an “adult male having sex on
the floor” with a 14-year-old were un-
likely to confirm her claims because
they would “know they’re going to get
in the sh**”.
Theywere speaking last year at a pri-

vate meeting with an abuse survivor. A
recording of the conversation has been
obtained by The Times. An independ-
ent inquiry, criticising police and
council officials for failing to protect
1,400 children from “appalling levels of
crimes and abuse” over 16 years from
1997 led to Labour party suspensions
and the resignation of four senior
figures linked to Rotherham council.
The conduct of individual police offi-

cers has not faced similar scrutiny but
the officers’ recorded admissions, plus
evidence from more than 200 confi-
dential files, confirm that South York-
shire police left hundreds of young
teenagersat themercyof sex-grooming
gangs.
The Times can now name seven

officers who played a role in the force’s
failure to protect one young girl from
horrific sexual exploitation. The force
has recently referred 14 serving or re-
tired officers to the independent police
complaints commission,whichhas also
been asked to examine 11 exploitation-
linked “incidents” involving police in
Rotherham. The officers have not been

identified.The IPCCsaid that itwas still
assessing the referrals.
In two of the cases sent to the IPCC,

missingRotherhamgirls were found by
police late at night at a house in the
company of one ormore adults of Paki-
stani origin.On each occasion the child
was arrested but no action was taken
against themen suspected of grooming
them for abuse.
One girl said that her treatment by

policemade her feel “more like a crimi-
nal thanavictim”. Theirhandlingofher
casewas one example ofmultiple blun-
ders, including:
6 Police officers told a mother that to
investigate more than 150 “Asian men”
whose contact details were on her 13-
year-old daughter’s mobile phone
would breach the child’s human rights.
6 Some abused children were con-
demned by officers as “little tarts”;
others accused young teenagers of
lying or exaggerating when they made

disclosures about violent sex crimes.
6A senior detective who now investi-
gates complaints against the police op-
posed the prosecution of three alleged
sex offenders in 2003, in part because
their victim, who was 14, seemed insuf-
ficiently traumatised.
At their meeting with a former abuse

victim last March, officers from Roth-
erham’s child sexual exploitation team
described a recent transformation in
the force’s approach to cases where a

groomed child was in regular contact
with an adult offender: “Opinions have
changed. Now we identify that as child
abuse. Before, they’d see it as a lovesick
teenager that keeps going back to this
fella. We now identify that as a groom-
ing process. In the past, people’s opin-
ions were, ‘That silly girl keeps going
back’. Now we understand. It’s a child.”
Alexis Jay’s inquiry report, published

in August, revealed that identified of-
fenders inRotherhamwere “almost all”
of Pakistani heritage. It said that there
was “a widespread perception that
some senior people in the council and
the police wanted to downplay the eth-
nic dimension to the crime”.
David Crompton, the chief constable

of South Yorkshire, has pledged that an
external police force will examine
“clear failures . . . over many years” by
police in the town. TheNational Crime
Agency has agreed to lead the inquiry.
Mr Crompton also gave an “absolute

commitment” to “dealwithdisciplinary
issues” against officers who “failed to
properly investigate” cases of child
sexual exploitation.
The force is additionally conducting

two major criminal inquiries into past
sex-grooming cases in Rotherham, in-
volving 18 suspects and 283 victims. In
total, 181 offences are under investi-
gation and 23 arrests have been made.
A spokeswoman said that the force

was now “acutely aware of the groom-
ing process” and has “a deeper under-
standing of child sexual exploitation”. It
was “considerably more creative” in its
investigation of such crimes, using
polygraph testing on sex offenders and
placing less reliance on a child’s evi-
dence. “The Alexis Jay report laid bare
the failings of South Yorkshire police
over a number of years. This made for
painful reading, however we are deter-
mined . . . to ensure we provide the best
possible service tovictims in the future.”
Leading article, page 30

powerful and you upset them at your
peril. To avoid such problems, some
senior officers went the other way.”
Joyce Thacker, who resigned last

month as Rotherham council’s director
of children’s services, told aparliament-
ary inquiry that until Ms Burbeary re-
tired in 2005 staff working closely with
child victims “were finding it difficult
for the police to take any notice of this
issue”.
The commander is said to have ver-

bally attacked a researcher, who was
funded by the HomeOffice and whose
letterwarned the force’s chief constable
in 2001 that police in Rotherham were
not doing enough to “protect children
at risk and target their abusers”.
She was also involved in attempts to

amend sections of a report in which
brothers from a family of Pakistani ori-
gin were linked to sex offences against
54 young girls.

Serving under Ms Burbeary was In-
spector Anita McKenzie, who also re-
tired in 2005. She headed the district’s
community safety unit and received
monthly reports from youth workers.
These contained offenders’ names,
mobile phone numbers, home address-
es and the locations where abuse took
place. It is believed that none of the

reports led to a prosecution.
The intelligence was ap-

parently entered into “Box
5” of the force’s comput-
er network. This was
said to be a secure

system designed
to protect the
source’s ident-

ity, but in practice it meant, according
to one member of staff, that it “dis-
appeared into a black hole and was
never seen again”. Few police officers
were permitted access to the infor-
mation and most were unaware of its
existence.
SouthYorkshire police said that it be-

lieved Box 5 to be a grading of intelli-
genceknownas “level 5”,whichpermits
access to confidential material on a
“need-to-know basis”. The force said
that this was an effective way to handle
sex-grooming intelligence and that it
also protected victims.
South Yorkshire police said that

issues raised byThe Timeswould “form
part of” the National Crime Agency’s
independent investigation into the
force’s past handling of street-groom-
ing sex cases.
The Police Superintendents’ Asso-

ciation said that Ms Burbeary would
give every assistance to the agency’s
inquiry. It would be “inappropriate to
respond to questions before that
investigation has taken place”, it
added.
Neil Bowles, the chairman of the

SouthYorkshirePoliceFederation, said
that the other officers named today by
The Times felt that “it would be inap-
propriate to comment on specific cases
at a time when complaints may be
forthcoming”.
The officers were said to be con-

cerned that “misleading, untrue and
damagingallegationsmaybepublished
about them based on information and
documentationwhichweunderstand is
incomplete and heavily redacted”.

Exclusive to members

Video Police officers
reveal failures in
secret recording

thetimes.co.uk/crime

Mr Hedges, chief constable from
1998 to 2004, says he has no
recollection of this letter. He has
said that sex-grooming crimes
were “never raised” with him as a
high priority.

Andrew Norfolk
analyses Amy’s
case file to discover
what went wrong

Christine Burbeary:
accused of turning
deaf ear to pleas

The comments add weight to
criticism in a Home Office-funded
report that police invariably
treated exploited children as
“deviant and promiscuous” while
“the men they were found with
were never questioned or
investigated”.
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abuse victims as ‘silly girls’

This seems a puzzlingly swift
U-turn. South Yorkshire Police
said that its decision to send
Amy’s file to the CPS was taken
after the Home Secretary “asked
that the case be reconsidered”.

Amy is a troubled child steeped
in a cycle of abuse. She does not
fit the police’s narrow
understanding of how victims
should talk and behave.
Detective Inspector Foster
suggests she could have
rejected the sexual demands of
several adults. Police conclude
the case should not proceed.
South Yorkshire Police said this
decision would be investigated
by the National Crime Agency.

The exclamation mark is
significant. Her superior officer is
invited to share Detective
Constable Norton’s view that
Amy’s parents are partly to blame
for her encounters with men.

A
my’s file is a training
manual in how not to
conduct a criminal
inquiry into sex offences
against a child (Andrew

Norfolk and Billy Kenber write).
From day one, when a 999 call was
made after the 13-year-old broke
down and told her mother of
multiple rapes, a series of neatly
typed reports laid bare the
prejudice of investigating officers.
South Yorkshire Police looked at

an abused child and saw a naughty
girl. As men queued for sexual
gratification, officers blamed the
confused victim and her parents.
Instead of supporting a

vulnerable child, they seemed to
seek reasons to challenge her
credibility. In the process, a family’s
faith in the rule of law was
fractured permanently.
The girl was examined and gave a

police interview but withdrew her
complaint after receiving threats.

and other agencies. Now in her 20s,
Amy says that police “made me feel
like I was under suspicion the whole
time”.
“I felt more like a criminal than a

victim and the knock-on effect
made everything that was
happening to me 100 times worse.
They didn’t want girls like me to
come forward because they didn’t
see what was happening to us as a
crime. It was as though the rape of
a child was distracting them from

more important matters.” South
Yorkshire Police say the force will
ask the National Crime Agency to
examine the force’s investigations
into the alleged sex offences against
Amy in 2003.
It says that passages from police

reports published today are “a
redacted version of the full
rationale” for the decisions taken by
officers in the case and fail to take
into account the stance of the
Crown Prosecution Service.

Police took her blood-stained
clothes but then lost them.
A few months later, by now aged

14, she was lured by new “friends”
to a flat where, she told police, she
was held in a bedroom and sexually
abused by five men. Three arrests
were made but no one was charged.
In despair, her parents sold the

family business and moved
overseas. The Times first told Amy’s
story in 2012. Today, we publish
excerpts from the reports of police

April 7, 2003 First rape disclosure by Amy, 13, to her mother.
Uniformed officers go to family home. Medical examination
finds bruising to upper lip, inner thigh and buttock.
Report sent to duty sergeant by PC Susan Woods:

“Although Amy says ****** has assaulted her,
which she describes as grabbing her round the
mouth, round her throat, pulled her hair and
grabbed her breasts, it appears this matter would
be more realistically viewed as USI, unlawful
sexual intercourse, as she has gone back to see him
repeatedly.”

April 24 On April 14, six days after a police interview in
which she described four rapes, Amy withdraws her
complaint. Threats have been made.
Report filed 10 days later by Detective Constable Andrea Norton:

“She maintained her story but stated that she did
not want to pursue her complaint any further. It is
my opinion that the story given by the complainant
is not true. There is no evidence to support the
story and no further lines of inquiry.”

October 3 Two weeks after social worker receives phone call describing
how Amy was “raped by young Asian men” who have been “getting in
contact with [her] again”, she says she is willing to tell police about a new
incident in which five men sexually assaulted her in a flat. She wants to
“get away from them and stop it happening to other girls”.
Family support worker’s notes:

“PC Chris Barron said ‘she could be prosecuted for
wasting police time if she changes her mind’.
Police have told Amy that ‘the Asian men won’t come
up to your house, but if we see you in Rotherham
with them we’ll just think It’s that little tart
back again and bring you home’.”

October 10 Amy gives videoed police interview
alleging sex attacks in the flat. Ten days later, her
parents write to the Home Secretary, David
Blunkett, and to the force’s chief constable,
Mike Hedges:
“This particular group of men in

Rotherham thinks that they are
above the law and can get away
with doing whatever they like.
How many more children are
going to be lured into the net
of these evil men before
there is some justice done?”.

October 23 Three men aged 19, 20 and 32 are arrested and questioned.
One admits having sex with Amy in the flat and that a succession of men
went into a bedroom, one at a time, while she was there. Suspects released
on bail.
Two weeks later, report from Detective Constable Norton to Detective
Inspector Mark Foster highlights contradictions in Amy’s account and
states that when the parents voiced concern for her safety, she

“informed them that the police could not stop Amy
from meeting these men if she wished to do so and
that they had to take some responsibility for
protecting their own daughter! Amy’s mother has
an unrealistic view of what will happen. She
expects all the men to go to prison for a long time.”

November 10 Family support worker notes that Amy’s
parents have been told that police will not be pursuing the case.
A day later, report is sent from Detective Inspector Foster to Detective
Constable Norton:

“As the file stands there is no realistic prospect
of conviction. The complainant has been video
interviewed. I understand that she was not
traumatised and is quite dismissive regarding her
relationship with the suspects. She does appear to
be saying she was pressurised into performing
oral sex. This was clarified and she effectively
says she could have just stopped. There is no
corroboration in respect of any of the allegations.
She cannot be classified as a strong witness.”

December 2 Family support worker’s notes:

Amy’s mother has been informed by DI Foster that
the police “have now decided to take Amy’s case to
the CPS”.

December 9 Letter to Amy’s father from Chief Superintendent
Christine Burbeary, district police commander for Rotherham:

“I refer to your letter to the Chief Constable
relating to your daughter Amy. I know that
Detective Inspector Mark Foster and Inspector
Anita McKenzie in charge of police community
safety unit have been in touch with you regarding
this matter.”

January 15, 2004 Five days after PC Barron tells Amy’s social worker the
inquiry “wasn’t looking good as far as any prosecution because it was hard
to prove that [Amy] had been made to do things against her will”, letter is
sent to Kevin Barron, MP for Rother Valley, by Ms Burbeary, rejecting
his request for a meeting to discuss concerns about the handling of
Amy’s case:

“This matter is still being investigated by CID
officers from Rotherham district ... and
therefore at present it would not be a suitable
time to arrange the meeting suggested by you.”

The family support worker noted
that Amy’s parents received the
letter but “have never had any
contact” with Inspector
McKenzie and did not even
“know her name”.

2011 July Amy’s mother received a letter from DC Norton in
March 2004, informing her that the CPS were not taking the
case to court. The family support worker noted that Amy was
“very depressed” and had concluded that police “believe the
men, not her”. Seven years later, she received £20,900 after the
Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority ruled there was
evidence that she was raped and sexually abused as a child.

As Rotherham’s senior police
officer from 2001 to 2005, Ms
Burbeary is accused by council
staff of failing to take seriously
reports and intelligence about
the scale and gravity of sex-
grooming offences. During her
stewardship, hundreds of
children are thought to have
been exploited; it is understood
that no one was prosecuted.

time to arrange the meeting suggested by you.”

Amy was let down by the police
from start to finish. The force
even opposed, as recently as
2011, her bid for compensation
for the sexual crimes committed
against her. Seven officers who
featured in her case, four of
them still serving in South
Yorkshire, are identified today:
PC Susan Woods, DC Andrea
Norton (now Detective Sergeant
Andrea Suter), PC Chris Barron,
Detective Inspector Mark Foster
(now Detective Chief Inspector),
Inspector Anita McKenzie
(retired), Chief Superintendent
Christine Burbeary (retired) and
the force’s former chief
constable, Mike Hedges.

Amysaid the
police made her
feel like she was
under suspicion
the whole time
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